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STUDIO NOTES. 



An Ideal Pastel Head. < 

By J. Wells Champney. 

Some time since, there was an exhibition of Mr. 
Champney 's pastels in one of our western cities, and 
he wrote a preface to the catalogue which may bring in- 
formation to those who do not quite understand the 
art of the pastellist. In these words most appropriate, 
this clever man asserts " There are in the world many 
beautiful paintings which cannot be satisfactorily trans- 
lated into black and white; by any known process, 
because the charm lies largely in graduations of color, 
and in qualities brought about by time. These oil pic- 
tures could not be duplicated by the very men who 
produced the originals. In many cases, the pigments 
have undergone changes which only time can bring. 
Any effort to imitate these changes in oil paints, is likely 
to prove unsatisfactory as the new copy, will in turn 
ripen and darken, so that the faithful copy of to-day, 
in a few years will be lower in tone than the original, 
which has had a hundred or more years to reach its 
present state." 

"The pastel 'translations' should under favorable 
conditions remain as first made, and in them an attempt 
to render the optical effort of the picture, rather than 
the technical process by which the picture was painted 
has been kept to the fore. The beauty and delicacy of 
color, of the old pictures, it is hoped will be found in 
these pastel ' translations ' in which the effect of the 
originals as a whole has been uppermost in the pastel- 
list's mind." 

So this pastel painter of the day, has given us an art 
worthy of any era. A charm in portraiture that is 
lasting, a delight to decorate our walls, a memory of 
those long since departed whose histories are renowned 
in ages when art, literature and science had full sway. 
It is the hand of the master, that makes J. Wells 
Champney a great pastellist; a man, modest in the ex- 
treme, that lives in a world of his own, full of ripe 
ideas, and seeking for charming possibilities. 



THE Kit-Kat Club have a large room in East Fifteenth 
Street which is very decorative in a way. The 
walls are in good terra cotta, and over the mantel is a 
piece of ornamentation of objects well grouped to- 
gether. While around the room are a number of gas 
jets that are available for a general exhibition. 

On the walls are some sketches, quite a number of 
good water colors, while at each end is a picture full of 
life, that shows how these artists of the brush, employ 
their time in the evenings spent there. 

This room has been used for different art entertain- 
ments, its occupant, Mr. Emilie Huber, being a mu- 
sician and teacher of no mean order. 

The Ladies' Art Association, have rooms at 107 West 
One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Street, where Miss Ada 
Brewster, the painter, is curator from two until six 
o'clock. This Association is giving certain evenings 
on Art and Literature, at the houses of the different 
members. 

On Tuesdays it is at the residence of Mrs. Doughty, 
and Thursdays at the home of the well-known literary 
woman, Mrs. Lee C. Harley. All these studies are con- 
ducted by Miss H. , W. Denison of Emerson College, a 
lady well-known for her intellectual qualities. 

The Ladies' Art Association is this winter employed 
in a certain line of work by its members, who are anx- 
ious to make decorative art, and art industry, tneir 
chief features, such as brass hammering. Impression 
pictures of flowers, a careful study of coves — those of 
the larger size — the coloring of woods, and carving of 
cabinet doors, and designs of textile fabrics. 

Every sort of ornamentation that pertains to a home, 
and a knowledge of how it should be made, and brought 
to act as a power when finished. 




A Study in Marble. 
By August Ltndstrom. 



